Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 008799 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/IAI:MGANDERSON:DF 
APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY 
NEA:ALATHERTON 
S/S: PSBRIDGES (S/ 

S/S-S:EDENHAM 

140352Z 037032/61 

P 140247Z JAN 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV PRIORITY 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 008799 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PSDC, IS 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S FAREWELL MESSAGE TO DEEENSE 
MINISTER PERES 

1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO DEFENSE MINISTER PERES. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: 

DEAR SHIMON: 

IN A FEW DAYS I WILL BECOME AN ELDER STATESMAN AND ACQUIRE 
' ALL THE HONORS AND ATTENTION THAT COME WITH THAT EXALTED 
CONDITION. 
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A FITTING PART OF THIS RITE OE PASSAGE IS BIDDING FAREWELL 
TO THOSE WITH WHOM I HAVE WORKED THE MOST CLOSELY DURING 
MY YEARS AS SECRETARY OF STATE. I AM SURE THAT IN YOUR 
CASE, THE FAREWELL WILL BE STRICTLY CEREMONIAL. WHILE OUR 
OFEICIAL CONTACTS ARE COMING TO AN END, I AM CONFIDENT THAT 
NANCY AND I WILL CONTINUE TO ENJOY YOUR FRIENDSHIP AND COM- 
PANY IN THE YEARS TO COME. 
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I LEAVE OEFICE SECURE IN THE RET TEE THAT THE FRIENDSHIP 
AND CLOSE COOPERATION THAT HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1948 WILL CON- 
TINUE TO GROW AND DEEPEN IN THE YEARS TO COME. I WAS 
DEEPLY TOUCHED BY OUR EIRST MEETING. 

WITH WARM REGARDS, 

HENRY A. KISSINGER. END QUOTE. 

KISSINGER 
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